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"Historical  analysis  i--  one  af   several  rssources  that  c^n  contribata  to 
our  community's  de--'elapmert .   The  identification  of  oursel.ss  as  a  people  in 
time  is  the  major  ideological  goal  of  the  Museum  of  Afro  American  History. 
The  sign  ujelcoming  visitors  to  our  temporary  gallery  reads"   'For  this  museumi 
history  means  people  and  events  through  time™  'Ae   do  not  kr.om  luhers  uue  avB    if 
oje  cannot  remember  luhere  uue  have  been?  me   can't  make  informed  decisions  about 
inhere  to  go  if  uue  can't  recognise  luhere  uue  ars    and  iuhere  lue've  been.   History 
is  time  past?  present,  and  future.'" 

Eyron  Rushing,  President 

The  Museum  of  Afro-American  Hiscory 

I .   The  Resources 

Summa ry  of  3 i  gn  i  f  i cance 


Roxbury  is  significant  for  i  l:s  military  importance  during  the  American 
Revolution?  as  an  important  example  of  a  Boston  "streetcar  suburb"  liuhich 
experienced  the  transformation  from  rural  farming  ccmmunit   to  fashionable 
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,  historic  resources  reflect  i 
juith  persons  of  regional  and 


•lese  varied  roies  as  lueil  as  irs 
•national  importii"  is^j  including  the 
Dudley  family./  John  Eliot,  Edtuard  Everett  Hale,  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and 
Louis  Prang,  Wendell  Phillips,  Frederick  Douglass,  and  mors  recently  Otto  and 
Muriel  Snoiuden  and  Elma  Leaiis.   They  ars    varied  resources?  including  a  cross 
section  of  residential  structures  dating  from  the  mid-eighteenth  through  the 
early  tujentieth  centuries?  an  ancient  burying  ground,  indunrtrial  and 
institutional  buildings  from  the  'v'ictorian  sra-    as  aiell  as  archaeological 
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The  touun  of  Roxbury  tuas  cne  of  the  six  villages  rounded  in  ii3jD  by  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Company.   Among  the  Puritan  immigrants  'liho  sailed  luith  John 
Winthrop  from  England  aboard  the  Arbella  in  April,  1630,  '   -  '■•'■!.  ■"  L 'irr  Pynchon  ? 
leader  of  a  small  group  that  settled  just  south  of  the  Sha^^Tnut  Peninsula™   The 
settlement  ujas  called  "Rocksbury"  or  "Rasburie,"  in  recognition  of  the  area's 
uneven,  rocky  terrain  iuith  its  brooks,  ponds,  springs,  and  .jooded  hills. 
Early  settlement  clustered  around  the  meetinghouse  in  John  Eliot  Square? 
constructed  in  163E.   The  boundaries  of  the  tooin  luere  defired  by  a  series  of 
legislative  acts^dating  as  early  as  163_6  and  as  late  as  1£  =  0.   Farming 
remained  the  main  occupation  throughout  the  colonial  pericd.  ijuith  industry 
limited  to  such  farm- re la ted  activities  as  grist  milLs,  fulling  mills,  and 
tanneries.   Roxbury  mas  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1346  and  uas  annexed  to 
Soston  in  1363,  folloiuing  West  Roxbury  '  s  separation  as  an  independent  tooin  in 
1351.   Annexation  accelerated  S';pansion  of  an  urban  transi-  system  and 
accompanying  residential  development . 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 


/C^;"^'-.Vr.'s.e'"^  ^ 


Map    of   Roxbury,    1850s. 


Rural  Layout  and  Landuse 

Ah  the  last  taiur,  on  -che  mainland  befcra  crossing  the  neck  ':.o    Eoston  an  the 
Shaujmut  Peninsulay  Raxbury  occupied  an  important  economic  position.   Roads 
gathered  to  go  doiun  the  Nec}t:  at  the  loaier  Roxbury  village?  lijhich  became  a 
market  tomn  for  produce  and  goods  en  route  to  Boston..   Thus?  the  only  road  from 
Boston  passed  through  Roxbury?  dividing  at  John  Elict  Square  into  the  road  to 
Brcokline  and  Cambridge  (Roxbury  and  Tremont  StSu )  and  the  road  to  Dedham 
(Centre  Sl,)«   Houses  clustered  around  the  touun  green  at  Eliot  Square  and 
along  Dudley  and  Washington  3ts.   The  Norfolk  House  (c.     1370?"  4-EO  John  Eliot 
Square)  stands  on  the  site  of  an  earlier  frame  hostelry?  evidence  of  Roxbury ' s 
impcrtance  in  the  inland  transportation  system.   The  original  building  luas 
demolished  in  1353  to  make  liJay  for  the  present  massive  building.   Fertile 
farmland  covered  the  alopes  of  Roxbury  Highlands?  fed  by  streams  joining  the 
Stoney  Brook .   As  Boston  emerged  as  a  city?  it  formed  distinctive  social  and 
economic  districts.  pRoxbury  Meek,  notu  Lonjer  Roxbury?  uas  a  social  and 
economic  fringe  district  croaided  iuith  luharvesj  shipyards^  and  lodging  houses? 
Luhile  the^  Highlands  remained  agricultural  land! 

Revolution 

As  tension  lijith  the  British  increased?  Roxburv  Highlands?  luith  its 
commanding  height  overlooking  the  Land  connection  to  Boston  along  Washington 
St..?  became  of  strategic  military  importance,.   The  availability  of  local 
puddingstone  to  const"-^_;ct  forts  uas  a  decided  advantage-  as  uuell.   In  the 
summer  of  J/7TE'?  tujo  forts  uuere  built  as  part  of  a  ring  of  defenses  that 
ultimately  resulted  in  the  evacuation  of  the  British  from  Boston.   The  Loujer 
Fort?  comprising  tujo  acres  of  land  betuueen  Cedar?  Highland?  and  Lintuood  Sts.? 
had  steep  iijalls  and  a  bastion  at  each  angle.   The  slope  rising  gently  south  of 
Eliot  Square  provided  a  good  vie'ii  of  the  Neck.   The  High  Fort?  today  Highland 
P^rk?  occupied  the  summit  of  the  hill  and  iuas  an  earthujorks  fortification  uuith 
corner  bastions.   The  Loiuer  Fort  is  nouu  completely  built  over?  ujhile  the  High 
Fort  survived  until  construction  of  the  Cochituate  Watariijorks  Standpipe  in 
1369  to  designs  by  landscape  architect  Frederick  Laiu  Qlmsted.   Most  of  the 
buildings  in  John  Eliot  Square  iusre  destroyed  during  the  fighting.   The 
Di  1  lauuay -Thomas  House  at  133  .Roxbury  St.  (c.l750?  John  Eliot  Square  District? 
National  Register  1973)  is  the  only  surviving  pre-Revolutionary  structure  in 
the  district. 

Summary  of  Residential  Change  in  19th  Century 

Roxbury  Highlands  and  i:he  Morsland  Street  Districts  exist  as  important 
examples  of  Boston's  "streetcar  suburb"  development  from  early  farming 
communities  to  fashionable  nineteenth-century  suburbs  and  finally  to 
tujent  ieth-century  urban  neighbor.hoods .   Proximity  to  Boston  and  periodic 
transportation  improvements  strongly  influenced  this  evolution  during  the 
nineteenth  century.   Beginning  as  pastureland  for  houses  along  the  gentle 
slopes  of  the  hilly  lands?  the  area    njas  then  identified  by  a  feai  large  estates 
that  ujers  broken  into  smaller  estates  and  i^urther  subdivided  into 
various-siced  lots.   Although  there  luere  areas  af   moderate  density  from  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century?  the  urban  character  began  tc  mani'^est 
itiself  in  earnest  by  1S6S  iui  :h  the  introauction  of  brick  ""ouj  houses  into 
neighborhoods  of  single  ~ird  double  frame  houses.   Rooi  noujiing  had;,  "or  the 
most  part;  disappeared  by  1380  v  to  be  replaced  bv  triple  decker^:  and  tura 


faiTiily  nouses  in  i:he  ISSOs  and  .13903  and  by  apartment  buildings  at  the  turn  of 
the  century.   Fortunately  for  the  coherence  of  the  community?  the  overall 
scale  of  residences  ixias  preserved.   I  i:  is  often  difficult  to  distinguish 
bet'Lueen  ro'u  houses?  apartment  building-:::  and  double  houses  a.'.d  betiueen  single 
and  tujo  family  houses. 

Beginnings  of  Rural  Change 

The  rural  character  of  Roxbury  began  to  change  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  century?  ijjhen  land  luas  filled  in  along  the  tidal  marshes  of  the 
Meek  and  turnpike  routes  and  omnibus  service  brought  people  to  Rcxbury.   Many 
of  the  buildings  from  this  period  mere  clustered  in  Eliot  Square-  The  present 
First  Church?  Unitarian?  built  in  1304  on  the  site  of  four  previous 
ineet inghouses;  is  an    excellent  example  of    the  Federal  meetinghouse  style  and 
the  oldest  extant  frame  church  in  the  city,   Ti.uo  other  buildings  still 
standing  are  Ionic  Hall  (c.  1303°  149  Roxbury  St.)?  originally  a  mansion  and 
nouu  the  rectory  for  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church?  and  the  Spooner-Lambert  house 
(c.  17SC?  64  Bartlett  St,).   All  three  are  part  of  the  John  Eliot  Square 
District  (NR  1973),   Other  early  buildings  in  Eliot  Square  have  been  replaced 
over  the  years  by  ne'ijer  structures. 

Estate  Develapment 

Early  suburbanization  in  Roxbury  Highlands  c:c.iz\rrre:d    in  1335?  Luhen  five 
Poston  TTierchants  (the  "five  asscc i a tes ") --Benjamin  F.  CopelandT  David  A,,  and 
Thomas  Simmons?  Supply  Clapp  Thu/ing?  and  Charles  Hick  ling — bought  a  E-tr-acr^' 
i=aro5l  including  the  site  of  the  High  Fort?  laid  out  Highland  ^b.  and  Fort 
Av'e.  divided  the  land  among  themselves.   The  punpose  of  the  association  iuas  tc 
create  a  pleasant  residential  community  and  tc  prsser'/e  and  embellish  the 
fort.   Several  houses  luere  built?  one  of  ^iihich  (140  Highland_St .  )  still 
aurvives  as  a  reminder  of  the  semi -rural  charaxiier  of  thre"area  at  the  time. 
Only  scattered  building  occurred  on  Highland  St.  until  the  mid  ISSOs?  ^uhen 
purchasers  of  large  lots  began  to  build  handsome  residences  in  the  current 
fashionable  architectural  styles.   The  Hales  map  of  1333  shoujs  Highland  St. 
luith  four  houses  along  it  but  no  other  streets  except  Centre  St.  and  the 
cluster  around  Eliot  Square?  Fort  Ave.?  though  laid  out  in  1335?  iiias 
apparently  not  developed  immediately. 

The  extension  of  Tremont  St.  through  Roxbury  as  a  free  road  in  1333  and  the 
arrival  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  in  1334  dreuj  a  population  of 
:iiealthy  estate  builders  and  upper  middle  class  businessmen  to  the  Highlands. 
In  1356  the  Metropolitan  Horse  Railtuay  tied  the  area  to  doiuntoujn  Boston  via 
service  along  Tremont  and  IJashington  Sta.  ?  bringing  an  influx  of  middle  class 
commuters?  as  i-uell.   The  pattern  of  development  during  this  period  consisted 
of  a  gradual  selling  off  of  individual  lots  on  luhich  detached  single  or  double 
houses  ^nsrs  built?  either  by  the  original  developer?  by  a  builder  on 
speculation?  or   by  the  netu  oujner  for  his  personal  use. 

In  J.335  Alvah  Kittredge  purchased  several  large  parcels  of  land?  one  of 
iiihich  included  both  sides  of  Cedar  St.  from.  Centre  to  Washington,.   The 
follo!i!ing  year  he  built  his  columned  Greek  Revival  mansion  on  the  old  Lcjuer 
'-crt  siLe  on  Highland  St.  betujsen  Linuicod  (yet  to  be  laid  out-  and  Cedar.   The 
house  survives  at  10  Liniuood  St.?  moved  from  its  original  position  anc  hemmed 


in  by  later  buildings.   Kittredge,  luho  donated  Cedar  Square  to  the  toijun  in 
1S51  ?  lijas  rsspcnsible  for  developing  much  of  the  Highlands  ansa    in  the  years 
froTTi  1335  until  he  sold  his  mansion  in  1866. 

Building  Styles  m  Estate  Development  Period 


Until  about  1S70?  single  and  double  h.ouses^  nearly  all  of  frame 
construct  idin  y  luere  the  only  types  built.   Their  size  and  elaboration  variedj 
and  small  and  large  houses  oiere  often  built  in  close  prosimity?  although  the 
mansions  'uere  generally  located  on  the  largest  or  highest  pieces  of  land.   The 
single  family  houses  reflected  the  predoTninant ly  anti-urban  sentiment  of  the? 
populace  at  this  time,  prompted  by  the  ill  effects  of  industrialization  and 
immigration.   Whether  cottages  or  mansions  built  for  l:he  upper  middle  class 
or   more  modest  dwel lings?  they  usually  had  varying  degress  of  Italianate 
detail  and/or  classical  ornament;,  reflecting  a  strong;,  local  classical 
tradition.   All  the  mid  nineteenth-century  styles  are  represented--Greek 
Revival  y  Gothic  Revival?  Italianate?  Mansard?  Queen  Ann?  Shingleji  and  Stick 
particularly  elaborate  and  i,uel  1 -preserved 
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form?  perhaps  anticipating  the  denser  urban-type  building  period  to  come. 

Double  houses?  in  iL'hich  the  living  space  '-i;as  divided  vertically?  varied  in 
apps5irar\<zs    from  the  urban  look  of  the  brick  ones?  strongly  resembling  rouu 

houses?  to  the  more  suburban  looking  Frame  ones, • 
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While  the  arrival  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  brought  the  aieal 
leisured  class  and  businessmen  to  the  Highlands?  it  attracted  an  early 
immigrant  population  to  Loujer  Roxbury,   Manufacturing  and  commercial 
establishments  developed  along  the  rail  corridor  on  pre-Revcl  ut  ionaj;;'- 
farmland,,   The  loiuer  middle  class  housing  that  abounded  here  by  the  : 
13605  sheltered  ijuorkers  in  a  ;uide  range  of  industries?  including  te:-: 
mills?  foundaries?  rope  ujalks?  lumber  and  stone  yards?  shoe  factories 
shops?  and  breiiieries.   Isolated  by  virtue  of  its  topographyv  the  Highlands 
arsa    mas  too  steep  for  industry?  oiith  the  exception  of  the  Louis  Prang 
Chromolithograph  Co.?  located  at  the  corner  af   Roxbury  and  (3ardner  Sts. 
beginning  in  1367_.   One  of  the  most  prominent  American  businesses  of  its  ty? 
rivalling  the  presently  better  knoujn  Currier  and  Ives?  it  produced  not  only 
chnomol  ithographs?  but  draming  books  for  public  schools  and  some  of  the  fir-: 
American  greeting  cards.   Aside  from  ujorker  housing  near  Prang's  facroryi.  tt 
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Annexation  to  Boston  in  1S6S  triggered  the  first   lijave  of  heavy 
suburbanization  in  the  Highland  Park  ar'sa .       The  construction  of  the  High 
V  ictcrian  _Cachi  tuats  jsj^andpipe  in  136?_  as  part  of  the  city  iiiater  system 
perhaps  symbolized  Roxbury 's  hopes  for  better  public  services.   By  t- .-;  ti: 
the  1373  Hopkins  atlas?  nearly  every  stnest  r\aw    present  'jjas  in  placs>  but 
development  "ad  begun  to  take  a  different  ror-'n  through  the 
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lass  clear-cut  rural  ideal  than  previous  single  family  house  development »   Rqiju 
houses  ijjere  popular  among  a  middle  and  upper  middle  class  aspiring  to  the 
social  status  of  aiealthy  urban  dujellsrs.   Recognizing  the  appear  of  this  house 
t/psy  developers  in  Roxbury  Highlands  built  suburban  rouj  housing  in  blocks  and 
!:h  jp  --Id  it  off  house  by  house;  this  uja^    unli'o  hh--^  Sack  Bay?  ujhsre  most  noiu 
houses  ii;ers  built  to  the  requirements  of  individual  oiuners.   The  existence  of 
isolated  romsj  stripped  of  their  traditional  urban  contesty  is  proof  of  the 
conscious  effort  among  developers  and  oiuners  alike  to  emulate  an  urban 
lifestyle.   Some  roius  lijere  elaborate-.,  sucn  52  the  marble-faced  block  at  5S-46 
Cedar  St,  (c.  1S70 )  or  the  broujnstone  block  at  15-57  Highland  Ave.  (c.l373). 
Most  Highlands  roius  iiiere  built  of  red  brick  1,  such  as  those  on  Fort  Ave,, 
Monley  St..  or  5-3  Kittredge  Park. 

'-'Persons 

It  iijas  at  this  time  that  some  locally-  .-dnd  national  1  y-knciun  residents 
acquired  property  in  Roxbury  Highlands.   William  Lloyd  Garrison  purchased  155 
Highland  3t  in  lS64y  ten  years  after  its  construction.   Edujard  Everett  Hale 
lived  in  the  Goddard  mansion  (15  Horley  £b.)  from  1369  to  1B99.   Nathaniel  J. 
Bradlee  bought  the  last  of  the  great  estates  in  the  Kittredge  Square  area? 
A  i  1 1  red g s  '  s  omn  ma n  s  i  on  ?  i  n  1 S7 1  .. 

Gul tura 1  Inst  i  tut  ions 

This  period  aias  also  one  of  developing  cultural  institutions  in  Roxbury 
Highlands?  one  of  the  most  important  beinj  the  Felloijues  Athenaeum  on  Millmant 
St.  at  the  corner  of    Lambert  Ave.   Built  :n  1875  to  designs  by  Nathaniel  J„ 
Brad  lee?  it  ijuas  supported  by  men  such  as  Charles  K.  Dillamayy  the  prominent 
educator  (uho  lived  on  Eliot  Square?  and  served  as  a  branch  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  for  a  time.   Also  built  at  this  time  luas  the  Dudley  School 
(C.1S74I  nou-i  demolished)  at  the  corner  of  Dudley  and  Putnam  Sts.  on  the  sits 
of  the  former  Roxbury  Touun  House.   Withir  sight  of  it  ijuas  the  curved? 
broiijnstone- fronted  Cax    Building  (c.lSTO)  at  Dudley  and  Eartlett  Sts.?  iijhich  is 
currently  unciergoing  renovation. 

Late  19th  Century  Residential  Changes 

The  Depression  of  1373  halted  building  activity  nearly  everyiuhere?  and 
Roxbury  luas  no  exception.   Despite  a  IR-r^ar   slack  period?  transportation 
expansion  continued?  triggering  a  period  of  rapid  building  in  the  improved 
economy  of  the  ISSOs  and  1390s  along  commuter  lines.   Electric  streetcar 
service  in  lg£9  and  the  rapid  hransic  se~vice  in  t2.'ll_.  accelerated  this 
suburban  development?  offering  all  classes  the  opportunity  to  escape  the 
congestion  of  the  central  city.   Multiple- fami ly  housing  types  emerged  at  this 
time?  as  ijuell  as  continuing  single  famil-  development.   The  first  and  grandest 
apartment  house  in  the  area    luas  the  five-story  brick  building  at  6S-70 
Bartlett  St.?  aince  demolished.   Knoujn  a=    the  Hotel  Eliot?  it  uuas  designed  by 
J.H.  Besarick  and  built  in  1375.   So  outstanding  was.    its  design  that  it 
merited  publication  in  the  Qmsi:l!Z^n-£ir!Zhl±£=!Zi.-.3Ud-.BiilliMln3^h}Sil!S,    ( '■' .  5,  no.  55?' 
Jan ua r y  13?  IS /7 )  . 

Subsaqusrt  mul  t  iple- '^ami  ly  housing  in  hhs  area  ujas  mere  modest.   The  triple 
.-jsckers  and  tujo  family  houses  built  during  this  period    and  into  the  t'lientieth 
century  signal  the  emergence  of  Rcxbury  as  a   modern  suburb  ?  in  Luhich 


residential  and  commercial  areas  are  segregated  =   They  oiere  built  to  house  a 
iTiiddle  class  that  required  the  a c c ess i bij i t y  to  daiuntoiLin  Boston  businesses  but 
could  not^-aTford  to  build  a  single- fami  ly  house  on  the  ccstly  lots.   Since 
height  restrictions  made  it  difficult  to  build  che  increasingly  popular- 
apartment  building  in  the  suburbs?  other  housing  solutions  Luers  necsssary  far 
people  lijho  'ijanted  a  horizontal  living  arrangement.   The  tuuo-family  house  ujas 
one  solution  to  this  prcblemu   Its  resemblance  to  single-family  houses 
suggests  the  social  aspiraticns  at     the  middle  classi"  many  of  the  older 
t'juo- family  di-uel  lings  in  Roxbury  luere  probably  designed  for  a  single  family. 

Triple  Deckers 

The  limited  units  of  the  tiuo-family  house  could  not  accommodate  the  great 
influx  of  immigrants.   The  triple  decker  is  the  suburban  version?  on  a 
detached  house  strestscapey  of  the  apartment  building.   Double  triple  deckers? 
in  particular?  strongly  resemble  apartment  bu.ildings„   Pattern  books  for 
triple  deckers,  such  as  the  1903  Qr£:hlj:2<zi.5-3D>J-Bullssr5-t}'Si3.^zlnSf     reveal  a 
hierarchy  of  costs  and  quality.   Thus?  luhile  its  form  resembles  the  tenement 
and  rouj  house?  the  design  and  style  of  many  triple  deckers  copy  upper  middle 
class  houses  of  the  period?  ijuith  their  Queen  Anne  and  Colonial  Revival 
detail.   Examples  range  from  the  elaborate  (101?  103  Highland  Sfc.'  ta  i:he 
conventional  (lSfa'-196  Highland  St.).   Built  iijhen  most  of  Moreland  St.  and 
Roxbury  Highlands  luere  already  developed?  many  triple  deckers  and  tiuo-family 
houses  filled  in  previously  unbuildable  land  or  vacant  lots?  hemming  in  or 
hiding  older  mansions  and  cottages.. 

Residential  development  in  Loiuer  Roxbury?  around  Douglass  Square?  includes 
brick  rotu  houses  constructed  as  iiicrking  class  housing  by  .Robert  Treat  Paine 
betujesn  1SS6  &.    1S90  ?  and  remains  as  an  imiportant?  intact  cluster  of  such 
charitable  housing. 

The  most  intense  and  most  urban  development  in  Roxbury  occurred  at  the  turn 
of  the  century?  -juhen  mul  ti -storied  apartment  buildings  ijjere  constructed  to 
accommodate  t.he  influx  of  immigrants?  many  of  them  Jeijuish,,     The  apartment 
building  became  a  popular  living  arrangement  for  the  upper  middle  class  in  the 
late  nineteenth  century;  after  1900?  they  ijuere  built  to  house  the  middle 
class?  as  luell.   Many  contain  ground-floor  commercial  space?  ev-'idencs  of  the 
density  at    building  at  this  time.   Whether  called  "family  hotels?"  "French 
flats?"  or  "apartments?"  they  provided  a  single  residence  on  ail  or  part  of 
one  floor?  instead  of  several?  as  in  the  rouj  house.   Their  frequent 
resemblance  to  roiu  houses  indicates  the  desire  to  duplicate  the  three-  to 
four-story?  single- rami  iy  houun  houses  of  the  upper  middle  class. 

SOth  Century  Changes 

Through  most  of  the  twentieth  century?  Roxbury  has  experienced  a  gradual 
decrease  in  housing  and  population  density?  as  vacant  or  unmaintainable 
buildings  have  been  demolished.   The  reasons  for  this  situation  3ri!B    linked  to 
the  lessening  of  the  neighborhood  as  a  desirable  place  to  live?  despite  its 
architectural  and  environmental  assets.   This  can  be  traced  to  a  developmental 
pattern  that  began  in  the  nineteenth  century?  liihen  fast?  efficient  streetcar 
service  from  BosLon  opened  up  outlying  "sgicns  for  settlement,.   Tht;  coming  af 
the  automobile  in  the  tajentist:-  ceyitury  dramatically  incrsaaed  the  commuting 
ran<:qe.   ms  j.ppe:r    income  groups  moved  elseiuhere-  their  ol^cer  i.^er-^  taken  by  a 


lauj  income  papulation  that  could  neither  affarc  neiu  housing,  nor  maintain  thie 
older  structures.   Structures  mere  subdivided  tzi  make  rent  bills  affardable„ 
This  change  ijuas  out  af    keeping  ijuith  the  layout  snd  Facilities  of  tne  old 
suburb.   For  example*  the  small  parks  that  lijers  sufficient  for  a  tuealthy 
population  lijith  large  private  lots  mere  too  small  and  of  inappropriate  design 
and  location  for  their  neijj  users. 

In  the  i970s?  the  Prang  Lithograph  Factory  i-jas  converted  to  mcderate  income 
housing >  and  in  19S0y  Marcus  Garvey  Gardens ?  ar  elderly  housing  apartment 
building  developed  by  the  Roxbury  Action  Frogrsmy  luas  erected  at  the  corner  o'l 
Highland  St.  and  John  Eliot  Square.   Today,  a  reighborhood  preservation 
movement  is  gaining  momentum?  through  a  combination  of  public  and  private 
'"ehabi  1  i tation  efforts. 

Ethnic  Changes 

Throughout  its  hisrory?  Roxbury  Highlands  h=s  been  home  to  people  from  a 
variety  of  ethnic  backgrounds .  engaged  in  a  liiids  range  of  occupations.   Wealthy 
merchantsv  attorneysy  military  leaders?  clsrgy=  houseiurights  and  carpenters.. 
architects?  and  industrialists  have  formed  a  fascinating  social  mix. 
Industrialization  in  the  nineteenth  century  b~-ught  in  iiicrking  class 
Euro-Americans  from  Ireland?  Germany?  Russia?  and  Canada  to  mix  mith  the 
residents  of  English  descent  tuho  had  occupied  The  ar<Bs    since  the  17th 
century.   Late  nineteenth -century  suburban  development  ujas  dominated  by  the 
Yankee  Protestant  middle  class?  luhils  the  earl-  t^jjent ieth-century  njitnessed 
the  influx  of  a  middle  class  Jeujish  population  and  bath  ajcrking-class  and 
middle-class  Afro-Americans  in  mid  century,,   Most  recently?  French-  and 
Spanish-speaking  Afro-Americans  from  the  Caribcean  have  joined  the  Highlands 
neighborhood.   Some  individuals  stand  out  for  their  national-^  regional?  or 
local  contributions. 

Important  Individuals 

Of  Roxbury  '  5  earliest  settlers?  John  Eliot  and  Iz.he  Dudley  family  ar-a 
notable.   John  Eliot?  pastor  of  the  First  Churrh  from  1.~.41  until  his  death  in 
1690..  mas  a  dedicated  missionary  to  the  Indiana  and  founder  of  the  Roxbury 
Latin  School.   He  devoted  much  time  to  translating  the  Bible  into  the  Indian 
tongue?  as  tuell  as  administering  to  his  parishioners.   Important  in  the 
history  of  the  region  and  the  community  'uas  the  Dudley  family?  aihose 
patriarch?  Thomas  Dudley?  ijuas  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Eay  Colony.   He  became  one  af    Roxbury 's  larges-  landholders  u.ihile  serving  as 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  colony  during  much  of  his  active  life 
(1634-53).   Other  Dudleys  lijere  also  visible  figures  in  military?  political- 
and  civil  affairs.   The  mansion  at  1.67  Centre  rt .  ?  built  in  the  late  ISEOs  by 
Governor  Dudley  for  his  son  David?  survives  aa  a  reminder  of  tnis  important 
Massachusetts  family. 

Edtuard  Everett  Hale  (lSEE-1909)?  Unitarian  rlergyman?  humanitarian 
reformer?  and  author  of  the  short  story  "Man  'ijithout  a  Country"  (1S63)?  lived 
in  the  mansion  that  is  nouj  IE  Morley  St.  from  1S69-19G9.   William  Lloyd 
Garrison?  the  great  reformer  and  promoter  of  human  rights?  lived  at  lEE 
'Highland  St.  from  1364  until  his  death  in  1379.   His  anti-slavery  neiuspaper? 
Ihsi-L J.!2.gi:3±QE ?  publisned  from  1331-1363?  aroused  ;:he  nation  as  fain  .:th.er 

a  dogmatic  approach  to  Christianity. 


rhroniQa.  i 'ihcgraph    campauv    uja^ 


Amsrican    businvE'Sses    of    its    type?    mcved    hi3 
to    Rcixburv    Highlands    in    la67 ,       His   home    at 
example   of    a    ninetservbh--C5ntury    industria^    planning 
industrial    magnats's    house    in    close    prasiunty    tu   ni3    Dusmti^- 
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EXAMPLES  OF  BOSTON'S  LESSER  KNOWN 
INDIVIDUAL  RESOURCES  ^    DISTRICTS  IN  ROXBURY 

Cbirlas_3±.a_,dfrluiin_i!Jei:hadi2t_£eiSiaeai_£hiiri;^  ■SSI  War-en  3t  .  ^  ,  anqi-ally 
the  All  Souls  Unitarian  Church  ^  luas  srectsd  in  1_SSS-'R  and  designad  by  Sastan 
architect  J,  Williams  Seal,   It  became  the  heme  c^"  the  present  ccngrsgaticn  in 
1939.   At  a  previous  location  on  Anderson  Street/  the  ccrigrsgat  ion  '  s  services 
had  been  the  scene  of  many  abolitionist  meetings  ^uhere  William  Lloyd  Garrison." 
Wendell  Phillips?  Frederick  Douglass.,,  and  others  led  bhe  fight  against 
slavery. 

The  Ducle':--  Nan  =  ]. oni  lo7  CentT~e  St,  (derermined  Na;:ional  Register 
eligible).   This  early  Federal  sra    mansion  lijas  built  in  the  late  lS20s  for 
David  Dudley  and  overlooked  the  Stoney  Srook  Valley,   Hannah  Dudley?  David's 
^ijidoiL'f  occupiec  the  house  until  he^  death  in  1SS6.   Although  the  large  estate 
iuas  subdivided.?  a  daughter..  Abbey  Weld  Dudley?  inherited  the  house?  -uhere  she- 
lived  until  her  death  in  1396.   The  next  oiiine'"?  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese,  used  the  house  as  a  rectory  for  the  All  Saints  Church  in  1.S97, 
Substantial  remodelling  occurred-  at  this  timer  including  a  third  story  -and  neiu 
hip  roof,  a    semi -ci  rcular  columned  antry  perch,,  and  acme  changes  in  detail. 
Tujent ieth-century  alterations  include  aluminum  siding. 

Eustia  St.  Suryin':^  Ground  (corner  Eustis  and  Washington  Streets)  ,   In  use 
'^~  —  ■'.::3S  until  the  late  nineteenth  .re'- tur- -  che    burying  ground  contains  th-a 
Parish  Tome  for  the  ministers  of  the  "irst  Church  i"  Roxoury  and  the  graves  cf 
Warrens?  D.idlsys.  and  other  prominent  families. 

Felloujss  Athenaeum  at  46  Mi.llmont  St.  on  tne  corner  of    Lambert  Ave 
(c.  1373'.   Founded  iiiith  a  bequest  by  Caleb  Fellooies  at  the  instigation  of  hia 
friend  Supply  Clapp  ThiUiing?   this  large?  .classical  ly-detai  led  building  is  in 
the  same  atylistic  tradition. as  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  the  Boston 
Athenaeum.   Typical  -z^f    the  cultural  and  charitable  institutions  developed  by 
Roxbury  mnabi  tants  in  the  nineteenth  century,  it    aervo'd  as  a  branch  of  the 
Boston  Puolic  Library  and  presently  at  the  Refu'^e  Church  of  Christ.. 

significant  for  its  role  in  the  history  of  lucmen  in  medicine  as  ojell  as  for 
its  architecture?  aervin.g  for  over  a  century  as  both  a  fcaaching  and  a 
practicing  hcspital.   The  facility  ^uas^  incorporated  as  the  Neuj  England 
Hospital  for    Wcmen  and  Children  in/lS.bS*  fo.unded  in  ardar    to  provide  luomen 
ojith  medical  care  by  competent  phyaicians  .of  their  oain  sex  and  t'O  educate 
iiicmen  in  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine.   As  such?  it  ijas  one  of  the  first 
hospitaisXof  its  kind    in-  America..   The' sight  buildings,  constructed  fr.om  1S7S 
to  1930  J  exemplify  the  corrsspcnding  changes  in  -architectural  tastes  f  rem  "~tHe 
Stick  Style  and  High  Victorian  Gothic  through  the  Cla-ssical  and  Georgian 
Revivals?  and  include  iiiork-a  ty    pr.cm.inent  Boston  architects. 

!JiI.J..J^JiiIl_LI.,^zi_-Iiili;l.-iwD_idL;Liiiii5  '  lES  Highland  S !; .  '  Naiiicnal  Historic  Landmar-.) 
aer',-ed  as  !^e  heme  of  the  noted  abolitionist  leader  and  editor  or    the 
L-i!iSEiJliJI_''rcm  I'diA  to  1S79. 


EXAMPLES  OF  BOSTON'S  LESSER  KNOWN 
INDIVIDUAL  RESOURCES  ^    DISTRICTS  IN  RCXBURY 

CbiElas_S±^_dfj:ic^n_.tJ££bQdist_Esiss:;aE5i_£:burs:b_(55:L  War-en  St.),  crigi^allv 
the  All  Souls  Unitariari  Church.,  luas  ersctad  in  XabcS-v  and  designad  by  Sastan 
architact  T„  Uliiliams  Eaal„   It  became  the  home  of    the  present  cangrsgation  in 
1939,   At  a  previous  location  on  Anderson  Strasti-  the  ccrigregat  ion  '  s  services 

Wendell  Phillips?  Frederick  Douglassi.  and  others  led  the  fight  against 

The  Quili2i._Ljan5lQn ;  liT  Centre  St,  (aerermined  Na::icnal  Register 
eligible).   This  earl/  Federal  sra    inansion  uias  built  in  the  lata  ISSO3  for 
David  Dudley  and  overlooked  the  Stoney  Brook  Valley,   Hannah  Dudley?  David's 
:uidoiii7  occupied  the  house  until  her  death  in  1SS6,   Although  the  large  estate 
■uas  subdivided-,  a  daughter;.  Abbey  Weld  Dudley?  inherited  the  house?  tuhere  she 
lived  until  her  death  in  1396.   The  next  oiune^- ?  i:he  Ro~ian  Catholic 
Archdiocese?  used  the  house  as  a  rectory  for  the  A'.  1  Saints  Church  in  1S97, 
Substantial  reTnodel  1  ing  occurred  at  thi.:;  time-  including  a  third  story  and  neui 
hip  roof'  a  semi -ci  rcular  columned  antyy  perch  .j  and  scTTie  changes  in  detail, 
Tuucnt isth-century  alterations  include  alLiminum  siding, 

EiiSJ;is_2iai._SiiE^ill3_lirai,iIi!i  (corner  Eustis  and  Washington  Streets).   In  use 

EslJLaLLSii—tiibfiliaSiiiiJ  at  46  Mi.llmonc  St.  on  tne  corner  of    Lambert  Ave 
(c,  137S"  .   Founded  ■iiith  a  bequest  by  Caleb  Fellouies  at  che  instigation  of  hiri 
friend  Supply  Clapp  Thuiing?   this  large?  classically-detailed  building  is  in 

significant  for  its  role  in  the  h  Lstor  -  of  ■iicmen  Ln  medicine  as  ojell  as  fcr 
its  architecture?  serving  for  avsr    a  rantury  as  bci:;h  a  beaching  and  a 
practicing  hcspital.   I  he  racility  'iias  incorporated  as  the  Neuj  England 
Hospital  "or  Women  and  Children  in  1363?  founded  in  ordsr    to  provide  ojcmen 
!ijith  medical  care  by  competent  physicians  of  their  cujn  sex  and  to  educate 
ujcmen  in  the  study  and  practias    of  medicine.   As  such?  it  jyas  one  of  the  first 

to  1930?  sxemplify  the  correspcnding  changes  in  architectural  tastes  from  ::ha 
Stick  Str'le  and  High  Victorian  Gothic  through  the  Classical  and  Georgian 
Revivals?  and  include  ajurks  by  prominent  Scstcn  architects. 


Liill^:La_^l^:iii_2irri,iwn_ldcuSi5  ;  lES  Highland  3L.';  National  Histoi 


served  as  i*rhe  home  cr  the  noted  abolitionist  leader  and 
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idiiibl.:and_E5Ilk_ii_EQiiiiiiJZii_hi..li;ib_bQEi   iisech  ulen  aruj  Fcrt  A •/!£•„?  Ma ti anal 
Register)  is  the  site  of  the  Cochituat&  'AJatar  System's  1S69  victorian 
ctandpipe  TTiQunted  on    an  earthen  platfc--  luhich  :r\arUz    ens    area  of  hhe 
Revulut ianary  War  period  Raxbary  High  '^zirt.. 

BlZsih-KlttUBCl^Sit-jdaLZS.    Cid.    Linujcud  St„;  National  Register)  is  a  handsome 
large  frame  Greek  Revival  rnansian  built  in  1S36  for  merohant  Alvah  Kittredgev 

The  Li2liis_Ei:iiEig_L..i±baSi:.ii£b_Eiiuia£i:f  236  Roxbury  St..  ^   at  the  corner  of 
Roxbury  and  Gardner  Sl:5.,  (1367).   Rebuilt  in  1S7S  after  a  fire;?  an  addition 
nearly  doubled  its  sire  ::.n  IlSSI  ™   Prang  .  3  German  imirigrantj  started  his 
business  in  3ostcn  m  1S36»   He  is  famcus  as  the  prod\icer    of  ohromol  i thcgraphs 
that  rivalled  those  of    Currier  and  Ives?  as  uuell  as  drawing  books  for  public 

housing:,  this  is  an  important  remnan '::  of  the  farmer  thriving  industries  in  the 
SLoney  Brook  Valley,  itself  transformec  into  the  broad  aouthinest  corridor 

SbilZiuSilci£usilis_HQUS£  (31-37  L:;hirle;  in  t  a  "  Maticnai  Register;  ^uas 
constructed  around  1747  by  William  3hi-ley;,  Royal  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  from  17'-i-l  to  1736-  and  later  OLuned  jy    William  Eustis..  iias5ach:.ji3eti:s 

br;5uS£j..i;:ik_L!^Li3iiaSS_i3gi.iiIiir£j._LQ!JJ!5Z_E;^       ;  potential  historic  district) 

C^ouglasa  Square  luas  dedicated  on  February  14v  1917;.  in  honor  of  the  centenary 
of  the  famous  black  libol  i  cionist  '  s  bir:.i„   Here  Douglass  is  said  to  havs 
apoken  to  open  31  r  rneetings  about  the  -iighu  or  5  Laves  in    America..   The  areaii 
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lu   i  -fc;!,' 


tnti  styles  anc  residential  building  i:v-es  prevailing  in  bhe  Boston  area  from 

important  example  of  Boston  '  2  "streetcar  suburb"  development  :•  and  for  its 
sssociaticns  luith  the  li^'es  of  persona  cf  nati.onal  an.d  local  importance:. 

L'iiidi£il_3iiiliiQn_b'isi2i:i.iI_Disil;i.Ci_   cents  red  .on  D  ud  1  e  y  5 1  a  t  i  on  ?  a  1  on  g 
Washington  and  Roxbury  3brse;::a:.  (juild  -01.1;:.  jucley  Square?  Dudley  and  Warrevi 
Streets),   The  area  '  s  copjl^ier  clad  elev^ced  rail  complex  ,    brick  commercial 

prosperity  of  a  major  met  j^opol  i  tan  Boston  t  ran  spor  tat  ion /commercial  node. 
Within  irhe  district  avE;  stylish?  high  -uality  buildings  designed  by  major 
Boston  architectural  rirms..   Particularly  :3igni  "icavTC  :3re  tihe  jirchiteccura.;. 


Ic;Ln_S;ii:2±_33iiaES  (including  tS3-l49  rc;^:bury  9t .  "  1.3  ta  E5  Putr^mi,  58  !:o 
70-  Bart  let!:  v3t»,  and  ths  E.ii:si_.£]Lllir:£:tl )  «   Included  are  building  types  frcm  the 
^id-eighteenth  ::hraugh  the  nineteenth  "snturieSu   Particularly  ujigTiif icsnt  ars 

l:hs  Di  1  Iaujay-Thc:;nia3  House  (1750);.  built  as  a  r<i2ctar/    far  the  First  Church  and 
cuined  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  prcrriinent  sducatar  Charles  Knapp  Dillaujay,. 

Ib£_S2Jibur--_idi3bi;Snds_!di:5i:ai:ic_DiS±2i£:±  is  significant  for  its  decisive 
rale  in  events  surrounding  the  Revolut ionany  War?  as  an  iinportant  example  cf 
Boston's  "streetcar  suburb"  developTnent  from  an  early  farming  community  to  a 
fashionable  nineteenth-century  suburb  and  finally  to  a  tujentisth-century  urban 
neightaorhood ;  f3r    its  association  luith  persons  of  local  and  national 
importance?  including  ^he  Dudley  famil/y  John  Eliot^.  Edaiard  Everett  Hale? 
William  '..loyd  Garrison,  and  Louis  Prang?  and  "!~or  its  full  crass-section  of 
n  inetsenth -century  residential  building  types  and  st;'leSu 


The  archaeciog ica  1  potenirial  st    all  of  bhe  !-;ay  ,n::Lt55  -  Dillaujay  i-'cuse; 
Eu3ti3  St„  area  ("cxbury  Canal)?  Fart  Hill,  Shirley-Eustis  House  -  ahauld  be- ■  .. 
axanined  as  part  cf  the  dsvalcpniert  of  the  '"isritags  park.   Ints-prstat icn  of 
archaealogical  mai;3ri3l  sJ-ould  bs  mcludsd  at  sach  sita  a3  appropriats?  and 

visitor  cantsr.   The  possibility  of  sstabl ishir.g  a  publ ic/pri vats  curatorial  - 
facility  at  Eustis  'Street  should  also  be  explored  in  the  planning  stages. 

IlliiDiiiiCriliii-LIin—Ili—lliiJZiiina 

Once  the  Onang'^  Line  service  or    the  Massachusetts  Bay    Transit  Authority 
is  nelocated  to  bhe  South  Ulest  Corridor;,  a  ^-ro.ject  'ihich  is  due  to  be 
coTTipleted  in  19;"???  the  principal  tnansi^:  link  to  the  ncrthiuestern  section  of 
Roxbury  lijill  be  via  the  Roxbury  Crossing  stop  of  that  neiu  service.   An 
alternative  surface  transit  system  is  also  being  planned  to  rsplacs    the 
present  onange  line  service  along  the  present  noute  of  the  elevated,   'he 
Dudley  Station  arsa    is  expected  to  be  a^^r-jed    by  this  rep lacaTnent  service. 

In  order  to  connect  both  the  Dillaujay  and  Eustis  Street  visiton  centers 
to  rapid  transit  lines y  as  :jjell  as  to  enhance  the  continued  econcTTiic 
livelihood  of  the  Dudley  Station  arsa,    service  by  some  sont  of  surface  vehicle 
betiueen  Roxbury  Crossing  and  Dudley  is  impenative.   Al  ternati  ves,  including  a 
loop  using  Melnea  Cass  Boulevard »  Washington  and  Roxbury  Streets,  should  be 
exploned . 

Visiton  panking  for  the  heritage  park  must  be  accomodated  at  both  the 
Dillaiuay  and  Eustis  Street  visiton  centens  and,  in  smallen  quantities,  at 
Roxbuny  High  Font  and  Shinley  Eustis  House. 

As  an  outgnoijuth  of  its  sunvey  of  Roxbuny 's  anch  i  tectuna  1  and  histonical 
resounces,  the  Eoston  Landmanks  Commission  has  identified  pnopenties  iiihich 
appean  to  meet  the  criteria  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.   It  has  also  identified  properties  ixihich  could  quail  if  y  for 
designation  by  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  in  one  of  the  four  categories 
established  in  the  Landmarks  Commissions  enabling  statute.   Listing  in  the 
Register  and  designation  by  the  landmarks  Commission  are    together  referred  to 
as  "protective  designation,"  meaning  that,  depending  upon  the  circumstances, 
properties  so  listed  or  designated  can  be  afforded  a  measure  of  protection 
from  alteration  or   destruction  by  public  of  private  parties. 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plarces  ;-.   \  .;" ;  ■'.  ■•;..•  r'-  ^■:'---'  '.■.■■!."■•:'"••-'"■"■  A' "i^; 

The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  maintained  by  the  U.S. 

Department  cf  the  Interior,  is  the  nation's  official  list  of  important 
cultural  resources.   Listing  on  the  National  Register  provides  a  limited 
degree. of  protection  from  federal  ly- licensed  or  assisted  projects  ;iihich  ujould  . 
have  a  negative  impact  on  the  pnoperty.   It  has  no  effect  on  strictl/  private 
actions  involving  listed  pnopenties,  except  through  the  provisions  of  the 
Eccncmic  -e-zo'/'sr;-    ""ax  Act  of  1"S1  ,.   Stats  acti.^ns  are  also  rsviaiued  as 
PT-cpertLes  listed  cr,  the  National  Register  are   al=\o    automatically  included  in 


l!:;Ln_Eli-2±_Ssiiiirs:  ■including  ISS-l-'^  Pc^:biiry  5l  .  '  13  ta  E5  P'ltram;     SB    to 
70-  Bartlett  3t..  and  the  EliZSi-ilburutl )  -   Included  ar=  building  types  frcin  the 
mid-eighteenth  chrQugh  the  nineteenth  centuriee.   Particular!./  i±iign  if -.cant  are 
the  Fi^et  Churc;-  (1804)?  a  fine  exainple  of    che  Federal  heetirighauee  r>t-.-le;..  and 
the  Di  llaujay-Thomae  Hcuee  (1750:'i-  built  as  a  rsctor/    fcr  the  First  Church  and 
cujned  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  praminent  educator  Charles  Knapp  Dillaujay. 

I!2e_Scj.burii_Hi:2Lil^Ddii_ciiiaJ:arii_Qi5J;rii:i  is  significant  for  its  decisive 
role  in  events  aurraunding  the  Revolutionary  War?  as  an  irriportant  example  cf 
Boston's  "streetcar  suburb^'  development  from  an  early  farming  community  to  a 
fashionable  nineteenth-century  suburb  and  i-inally  to  a  t'uert  ieth-century  urban 
neighborhoad 5  for    its  association  o/ith  persons  of    local  and  national 
importance?  including  the  Dudley  family.  John  Eliot?  Ediijard  Everett  Hale? 
William  Lloyd  Carnison.  and  Louis  Prang?  and  "i^or  its  full  crass-section  of 
n  ineteenth -century  residential  building  types  and  st/'les. 


'...'nder  the  Ecoriarnic  PscGvery  Tax  Act  of  19SJ.  ,  significant  incentives  arte 

the  Landmarks  CammisH-ian)  and  -cert  i  fied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Intariar. 

Spec  t  f  ical  ly  ••  the  oujner  of  a  certified  historic  structure  can  deduct  25"'. 
of  ':he  ucst  cf  "qualified  rehabilitation"  expenses  frcjsvi    i,-ics7ne  taxes  coied ., 
The  a.S'i    invastTTisnL  tax  credit  is  part  of  a  three  tiered  systein  of  incentives 
aimed  at  encouraging  rehabilitation  of  older  structureSn   The  process  of 
certifying  the  historic  quality  of  a  property  and  the  appropriateness  of  the 
rehabilitation  luork  is  administered  by  the  Massachusetts  Historic  CoTTiTnission 
on  beiialf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

E'oston  LandiTia  r-ks  CcmTnission  3  ■■'•■. 

The  Boston  Landmarks  CoiriTTiission  uuas  established  i  n  197S  by  a  special  ac: 
of  the  legislature?  in  order  to  serve  as  a  mechanisin  for  the  orderly 
preservation  of  the  City's  historic  buildings  and  neighborhoods.   Designation 
by  the  Corriinission  has  tu;o  purposes.   First,  it  recognizes  the  designated 
property  as  an  important  part  of  the  City's  legacy.   Second?  it  makes  the 
property  subject  to  a  systematic  design  revieuu  process.   Once  designated,  a 
property  cannot  be  demolished  or  its  exterior  appearance  substantially 
changed?  ijuithout  prior  approval  by  the  Commission. 

Recommendations  -for  Protective  Designation  in  Roxbury: 

A  number  of  properties  and  areas?  including  John  Eliot  Square  and  the 
Charles  Street  A.M.E.  Church,  ars   already  listed  in  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places,  and  others?  such  as  the  Moreland  Street  District?  are 
current-ly  in  the  process  of  nomination.   For  a  revieiii  of  the  current 
recommendation  for  future  designations  refer  to  chart    on  page    ?  and  the 
accompanying  ;;iap. 
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In  the  last  tuio  decadesy  irhe  physical  character  of  Raxbury  has  asE^n 
altered  substantially »   This  has  occured  through  forceful  public  action  such 
as  Urban  Rsvieuyal  ■•  ujhich  cleared  and  rebuilb  vast  areas  of  Ictuer  Roxbury  and 
Washington  Parky  as  iuell  as  a  ccmbination  of  public  and  private  neglect  'nhich 
sauj  pi^ivate  disinvestment  lead  to  arson  and  deiviolition  of  irviportant  buildinc 
stack-much  of  it  a  significant  part  of  Roxbury 's  heritage,, 

=.  .  RenaD X 1 ;.  i:a t ion  or  existing  bui-Lding  stock  to  extend  Izl'ie  eoonoinic 

usefulness  of  I;hese  structures  to  the  naighborhocds  in  luhich  they  ar^ 
.!.  oca  ted . 

,  Encouragement  of  neuj  developTnent  luhich  is  compatible  ujith  the  historic 
resources  and  strengthens  the  viability  of  these  resources  by  improving 
the  economic  health  of  the  areas  in  luhich  they  are  located. 

In  Roxbury?  as  in  most  of  Boston's  older  neighborhoods,  historic 
resources  are  not  limited  ho  a  feuj,  museum  quality  structures,  but  covers 
substantial  enclaves  of  privately  ci_uned  properties  ujhich  represent  a  type  and 
style  of  building;  such  as  the  uuorking  class  housing  of  Frederick  Douglas 
Square?  or  the  more  elaborate  houses  found  in  the  Moreland  and  Highland  Park 
sections.   Because  this  is  LTue?  the  techniques  for  achieving  the  protection 
and  rehabilitation  of  these  properties  miust  include  an  array    of  comimunity 
development  mechanisTns  uuhich  address  the  complex  needs  and  requirements  of  the 
properties  and  t.heir  oujners.   One  of    the  devices  luhich  has  been  identified  to 
help  preserve  Roxbury ' s  special  identity  and  character  and  promote  the 
revi  tal  ization  of  parts  of  the  community  luhich  ars   not  thriving  is  the  Roxbury 
Heritage  State  Park.   Other  techniques  uuill  be  addressed  alseuihera  in  this 
report , 

III"  Ibs_BQiauE:i._h!2ri±jLae_Siiits_Eiirk 

l-olloujing  proposals  by  city  government  and  private  nor,  profit 
organizations  il  the  state  legislature  approved?  in  the  creation  of"  a  Heritage 
State  Park  in  Roxbury  and  the  authorization  of  $6   million  to  plan  for? 
implement  and  set  up  a  fund  to  administer  the  park  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  at  large  and  the  community  in  ujhich  it  is  to  be  located.   The  Department 
of  Environmental  Management  in  the  E:^:ecut.:ve  Qf!-ice  of  En  ,'iranmenta  1  Affairs 
is  charged  tiJi  th  developing  the  plan  for  t.he  park  and  has  begun  the  planning 
process.   The  five  main  goals  for  the  Roxbury  Park?  as  ~or   other  heritage 
parks  in  t.he  Commoniueal  th  ?  ars   as  folloujs: 

,  to  preserve  and  enhance  those  unique  combinations  of  natural  and 
mianmade  features?  found  in  the  state's  urban  areas?  that  have  played 
significant  roles  in  state  or  regional  history; 
.  to  provide  needed  urban  open  and  recreational  areas; 
„  to  coordinate  tuith  and  integrate  local?  state,  and  federal  funds  and 

programis  to  provide  maximum  community  revi  tal  ization  benefits?" 
.  to  rely  on  and  encourage  local  initiative  and  involvment  in  the 
planning  and  development  of  a  Heritage  State  Park  system- 


The  Bo-ston  Landmarks  CammiBsian »  having  rscenti  y  covnpletssd  a  thorough 
survsy  of  Rosbury  uji  th  the  assistance  of  i::he  Muii'-iurn  of  Afro-American  History? 
the  Rosbury  Highlands  Historical  Socisty  and  tiuo  iwcerns?  has  provided  the 
Boston  f^edevalopTTien  b  Authority  luith  an  evaluation  of  i::ho  historic  rasources  of 
Roxbury  and  sayne  preliminary  concepts  For  the  proposed  p>ark?  including  its 
layouty  interpretive  p>rogram  and    complementary  activities  to  reinforce  bhe 

only?  intended  to  raster  dialoque  about  the  scope:;  nature  and  intent  of  the 
propoed  heritage  park. 


-n  addition  t3    the  five  rfiain  goals  of  the  heritage  parky  the 


1I1::-J  r': 


Dudley  Station  'BT'S-b    bucI    in  bliot  bquars  as  a  cata_.yst:  for  econcTiic 
revi tal i zation  in  those  districts. 

,.  Public  Tionies  should  be  invested  in  those  special  buildings  and  sites 
for  iuhich  private  investment  is  unavailable?  for  ujhatever  reason. 

u  Public  monies  should  be  allocated  first  to  irreplaceable  historic  and 
natural  resources  rather  than  to  routine  public  improvemeents  and 
infrastructure . 

„  Substantial  investment  in  core  sites  to  be  managed  by  DEM  should  be 
coiTiplemsnted  by  financial  assistance  to  other  importanty  privately  held 
h  i  s t o r  i  c  p "■■ope r t  i  es  , 

n  Core  sites  should  be  selected  net  only  for  their  uniqueness  and 
%'ulnerabi  1  i ty  but  for  their  relevance  to  the  major  themes  to  be 
developed  in  the  interpretive  program  far    the  park. 

,  Interpretation  of  Roxbury 's  heritage  should  caver  not  only  the  core 
sites  y  but  the  less  luell  knoujn  ?  dispersed  sites  and  arf:za'=-   uuhich 
contribute  to  an  understanding  of  the  community's  rich  past, 

„  Interpretation  should  achieve  historic  realism  aihile  at  the  same  time 
building  a  strong?  positive  image  -jf    Roxbury  '  s  past  and  future. 

.  The  design  of  facilities  to  be  included  in  the  park  should  balance 

the  needs  of  regional  visitors  ujith  the  needs  of  adjacent  neighborhoods, 

A .  •ZoUL.-S.Qt 

The  Roxbury  Heritage  State  Park?  li.  ke  The  Boston  National  Historic 
Park,  draiijs  its  identity  from  a  series  af   independent  historic  and  cultural 
resources?  each  iuith  its  oiun  significance.   While  some  of  these  resources  ars 
clustered?  as  is  the  case  of  the  Dillaojay  House?  and  the  First  Church  in 
Roxbury?  or  the  Eustis  House  Burial  Ground  and  Fire  Station y  they  ars   not 
generally  contiguous.   Planning  for  the  park?  th£-;refore  ;■  must  addres::;  the  dual 
challenges  of  providing  a  geograpliica  1  focus  for  the  park  ^uhile  at  the  same 
time  prc'iding  a  conceptual  frameuicrk  ;^or  the  many  dispersed  sites. 

A  number  of  alternatives  exist  for  the  physical  structuring  of  the 
park?  ranging  from  a  single?  dominant  visitor  center  ujith  a  stro;"g  central 


Adhering  bo  the  prevlDusl y  outlined  "guiding  principles?"  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Ccrnmission  and  the  Sostcn  Redevelapment  Authority  propose  a  pank 

.  A  oentnal  visitor  center  and  exhibit  to  be  located  at  John  Eliot 
Square  in  a  restored  Dillaujay  Thorrias  House  and  a  neiu  addition  to  the 
house « 
!.--<  A  second  major  exhibit  in  either  the  Naiijn  Factory  or  East  is  Street 
fire  Station  in  the  Dudley  Station  area. 
..  Permanent  kiosks  on  other  passive  devices  i:o  ba  installed  at  Roxbury 
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plaqi 


;e  1 


i+-ar-l 
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:h  con 


n  understanding  of  Rosbury's  heritage. 

n  neighborhoods  such  as  Mcreland  Street  and  Highland 

ndividual  date  .xiarkers?  if  desired  by  the  residents- 


i.--l-vrn=i7-,T- 


rnen  ■ 


Ccmrrionujeal  th  iijc-uld  be 


concentrated  at  the  Dillaujay  House  and  a  building  in  the  Eiistis  Street  arsi:^} 
with  additional  comnii  tTTients  required  for  siteujork  at  the  Roxbury  High  Fort  and 
other  open  'Bpacs   areas  to  be  identified.   The  Commoniijeal  th  ajould  also  be 
responsible  for  archaeology?  for  staffing  the  central  eshibits?  maintaining 
the  srounds  and  interpretive  devices  at  the  High  Fort,  and  subsidizing  a 
brochure  ar    pamphlets  describing  a  self  guided  tour  of  other  Roxbury  sites. 


Public  investment  in  the  form  of  loiu  interest  loans  or  grants  for 
exterior  restoration  iDould  be  made  available  to  oiuners  of  properties  in  the 
nesi;  "tier"-those  tuhich  make  a  substantial  contribution  to  an  understanding  of 
Roxbury' 3  history  and  architecture.   It  is  expected  that  funds  for  this  ujork 
iiiculd  be  suPF:-lied  by  voluntary  contributions  of  doiuntoiijn  developers  and/or  by 
Community  Development  Block  Grant  Funds.   Donations  of  facade:    easements  ^ijould 
b e  r'eq  u  :L  red  a s  a  c on d  i  t  i  on  of  outright  grants. 


_— Ut;;LUSii_i.Ui:. 


the 
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There  ars^    three  primary  themes  ^uhich  emerge  from  a  ---evisai  of  the  history 
of  Roxbury?  the  touin '  s  decisive  role  in  the  RsvoljjtJ^Gnary  visr    in  Boston?  the 
evolution  of  Roxbury  as  a  "Stijeet  suburb?"  and  the  grcixith  and  prominence  of 
Roxbury  as  the  center  of  the;  j5J^jd'R^]commun_i_ty  in  Boston.   A  number  of  sub 
themes  can  also  be  identified  luhich  pertain  to  the  development  of  institutions 
and  services  luhich  reflect  the  changing  needs  and  patterns  of  the  people  tuho 
have  lived  in  the  community.   Also?  the  industrialization  of  Loiuer  Roxbury  and 
the  Stoney  EJrcok  valley  (noiu  the  Southijjest  Corridor  area)  should  be 


It  is  anticipated  that  each  of  the  major  themes  ^iiould  be  addressed  at  the 
tiiio  primary  visitor  centers.   Houjever?  at  the  Eustis  Street  site?  the  story  of 
the  Neck?  and  the  development  of  Loujer  Roxbcry  as  an  area  of  mixed  uses?  ^juith 
emphasis  on  industrial  development?  and  the  eventual  emergence  of  the  Dudley 


ould  be  emphasized, 


5o  X  b  I 


>al    itself    in    structures    and    sites. 


LUCU  . 


t  Hill,  ths  Felluiijes  AthGneaum?  Shirley 


tustis  HoLis-s  ?  Charles  Street  AME  Church  and  Franklin  Park  .uould  all  ccnsist  af 
perYT^anent  i»  fix=?d  exhibits  such  as  horizontal  panels  ar  kicsks.   They  ujould 

„  Foyt  Hill  -  Lhe  Rs'/ol  at  i  ana  ry  f  n^nti  ricatians  ?  OlTrist^ds'  re-design  of  the 
sitev  and  the  develapment  of  the  Cochiituate  Water  Works  as  an  exan'iple 


Fellouiss  Atheneauiii  -  the  gnamth  cf  speci: 


nsti tut  ions  to  serve 


•dl  I   :.  :  n 


■easingly  urban  so 


;le  of  transportation  in  development  ol 


rnansion  of  a  Colonial  governor. 


jntly  restored 


Charles  St„  A ,  M .  EI  „  Church  -  the  migration  of  Blacks  from  Beacon  Hill  to 
Roxbury  through  the  South  End  -  as  seen  by  the  moves  of  this 
c  on  g  r  eg  a  t  i  on  „ 

Franklin  Park  -  the  importance  3f  Olmsted's  "Emerald  Necklace." 

ites  in  Roxbury  uould  be  referenced  in  the 


major 


To  the  extant  possibley  othe 
uould  also  be 


.  L.'  i  r;  ■=;  all  •„ 


;d  in  brochures  to  alloiu  self  guided 


tours  of  after  sites  in  Roxbury,,   informative  plaques  should  also  be 
installed?  uuith  permiissionj  at  those  other  locations. 
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ipated  that  the  experience  of  visitoi 
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of  Roxbui 


uuill  be  that  of  a  one  day  tour  of  the  four  most  proximate  sites  on  the  Roxbury 
Heritage  Trail.   Houuever  the  Shirley-Eust is  House  luill  be  promoted  as  part  of 
the  park  literature*  and  could  also  be  part  of  a  thematic?  cross  toujn_  trail 
linking  the  SljiJ;--5  3gd  Clapp  Houses  in  Dorchester?  the  Dillaujay  and 
Shirley-Eust is  Houses  in  Roxbury  and  the  Loring  Greenough  House  in  Jamaica 
Plain  -  a  trail  ix'hich  could  be  marketed  to  (r^^egTonal  v  isi  tors.f 


Local  or   neighborhc 


visitc 


the  park 


mor 


like 
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isitsy  or  simpl; 


jme  across  in  their  travels  the  less  aiell  knoujn  historii: 


sites  ii-ihioh  ars   scattered  through  the  community.   This  experience  of 
"discovering"  the  special  attributes  of  a  community  can  have  the  most 
beneficial  effects  in  producing  neighborhood  sel  f-aiijareness  and  pride. 
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The  heritage  park  being  proposed  for  Roxbury  covers  a  part  of  the 
community  ujhich  holds  great  potential  fnr    archaeological  investigations  and 
public  interpretation.   The  area  is  one  cf  a  handful  in  the  City  luhich  have 
been  intensely  settled  for  most  of  the  period  cf  European  and  Af ro-Amierican 
occupations.   Sec  a  use  of  its  original  pirp^xJjiLijty  to  the  harbor  and  Back  Bay? 
there  is  also  the  possibility  of  uncovering  prehistoric  ~emains.   The  depth  < 
historic  and  prehistoric  occupation  alone  make  the  ar-sa    of  the  proposed  park 
ideal  "or  a  ijide  variety  of  elements  of  a  interpretive  public  program. 


£r2Qf_is_iQ_±be_Eiiddinastan2 

The  follQUJing  buildirigs  ara  all  constructed  of  Rcxbury  PuddingstDne.  an 
indigenous  conglomerate  of  a  particularly  rich  and  distinctive  nature.   All 
these  buildings  are  itemiced  above.   The  theme  at    this  material  is  a 
significant  basis  for  interpr^etat ion  that  dees  not  othemuise  fall  into  the 
above  groupings.  21  Dorr 

/Charles  St.  AME  Church 
"34  Lambert 
Church  of  God  In  Christ 
Dimock  Community  Health  Cen cer  (NE  Hospital  for 

Women ) 
Church  of  God  In  Christ 
"^Joseph  Warren  House 
Franklin  Park 


